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April 2, 2008 
 

 
To all July 1, 2008 Incoming Residents  

 
 

 
HELL O &  WELCOME! 
 
On behalf of the Professional Association of Residents of BC (PAR-BC) I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome you to PAR-BC and residency training. 
  
PAR-BC represents the collective and individual interests of over 872 Resident Physicians throughout the 
Province utilizing a variety of mechanisms at its disposal, and at many different levels. As of July 1, 2008 
you will become a member of PAR-BC. As a member of PAR you are entitled to and have access to a 
wide range of services and benefits. I am writing to invite you to join me at the PAR-BC Resident 
Orientation scheduled for Thursday, June 26, 2008 at the Fletcher Challenge Theatre at SFUÕs Harbour 
Centre in downtown Vancouver. The orientation is not only an excellent opportunity to learn about PAR 
and your rights and obligations, but it also serves to introduce you to your colleagues. 
 
A $50 stipend is given to each participant as compensation for their time and some transportation costs 
are reimbursable. A Guideline for Reimbursable Expenses is attached. Final authority on expenses rests 
with PARÕs Director of Finance.  
 
Registration will commence at 8:30am followed by breakfast with your colleagues. The morning session 
is made up of senior Residents who will fi ll you in on some things that you might expect during 
residency. These Residents will be representative of the major programs. A Q&A will follow. A detailed 
agenda will be sent out in the next few weeks. 
 
PAR has a very special speaker this year. Stephen Lewis, formerly the Special Envoy to UN Secretary-
General Kofi  Annan, Stephen Lewis is the chair of the Stephen Lewis Foundation in Canada. He is also a 
Professor in Global Health, Faculty of Social Sciences at McMaster University and Senior Advisor to the 
Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia University in New York and co-Director of AIDS-Free 
World, a new international AIDS advocacy organization. If  you have not yet read his book Race Against 
Time get your hands on a copy. His afternoon presentation will be opened up to all Residents and medical 
students. You do not want to miss this. A reception will follow the orientation session. 
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Please RSVP to par@par-bc.org or call 604-876-7636 or 1-888-877-2722. We would appreciate it if you 
would provide PAR with your updated BC address, contact numbers, and email address as they become 
available. 
 
A complete information package will be provided to all participants at the start of the orientation. If  you 
are unable to attend, the package will be mailed out to you immediately following. 
 
Please block off  your calendar for June 26th now. 
 
I look forward to meeting you and welcoming you to PAR-BC. If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact the offi ce. You may also find PARÕs website (www.par-bc.org) a useful resource with 
important FAQs, upcoming social events, and other relevant postings. If you are interested in getting 
involved with PAR-BC or one of its committees please do not hesitate to contact the offi ce.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tommy Gerschman, MD 
President  
  
 
 


